Media Coverage Report

Dear All

Bureau of Economic Research (BER) of Dhaka University and the Tobacco Control and Research
Cell (TCRC) of Dhaka International University jointly organized a discussion programme on
‘Expected Tobacco Tax Management and Responsibilities to Improve Public Health” at Parliament
Members’ Club in Dhaka on 22 January 2022. We are sharing the brief report of the event below:

Specific taxes need to be levied on
tobacco products
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Lawmakers, researchers, experts on public health and anti-tobacco ac-
tivists at a discussion have said that the government must impose spe-
cific taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products to protect the public
health and increase the revenue income.

The Union, the Bureau of Economic Research (BER) of Dhaka Univer-
sity and the Tobacco Control and Research Cell (TCRC) of Dhaka In-
ternational University jointly arranged the discussion on ‘Expected To-
bacco Tax Management and Responsibilities to Improve Public Health’
at Parliament Members’ Club in Dhaka on Saturday (January 22).

Barrister Shameem Haider Patwary, MP from Gaibandha-1 constituen-
cy, presided over the discussion, while SM Abdullah, an associate pro-
fessor of Department of Economics at Dhaka University, presented the
keynote paper.

Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku, MP from Pabna-1 constituency, spoke
at the event as the chief guest, while it was addressed, among others, by
Md Harunur Rashid, MP from Chapai Nawabganj-3 constituency; and
Abida Anjum Mita, an Woman MP. Dr Md Habibe Millat, MP from
Sirajganj-2 constituency; Rana Mohammad Sohail, MP from Nilphama-
ri-3 constituency; and Aparajita Haque, an Woman MP, also spoke at
the event through video conferencing.

Hossain Ali Khandaker, Coordinator of National Tobacco Control Cell
(NTCC) of Health Ministry; Dr Md Shahadat Hossain Mahmud; Direc-
tor General of Health Economics Unit, Prof Ganesh Chandra Shaha,
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Vice Chancellor of Dhaka International University,
Prof Dr Sohail Reza Chowdhury of Heart Foundation,
Mohiuddin Faruk, General Secretary of Bangladesh
Cancer Society, Md Shafiqul Islam, Head of Vital
Strategies Program, Advocate Syed Mahbubul Alam,
Technical Adviser of The Union, Prof Dr Rumana
Haque of Dhaka University, and anti-tobacco activist
Syed Saiful Alam Shovan also attended the function.

In his speech, Shamsul Haque Tuku said that the high
price of tobacco products discourages the use of the
harmful products. The government should consider
the fact that the price can be increased by imposing
specific taxes. Barrister Shameem Haider Patwary
said that about 1.5 million people die in South Asia
due to tobacco-related disease. This death is
preventable. Tobacco taxes need to be increased to
prevent new tobacco users. There is no alternative to
formulating a national tax policy to build a
tobacco-free country, he added.

The lawmaker called upon the government to impose
specific taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products
in the upcoming budget to protect public health and
increase revenue income.

Md Harunur Rashid said that about 1.8 million people
need to stop smoking every year. The members of the
new generation need to refrain from using tobacco. “If
tobacco use is not stopped in the country, we will not
be able to reach the SDG target,” he said.

The lawmaker demanded introducing licensing system
in the sale of harmful products like tobacco. He,
however, said that there is no alternative to go to
digital system to prevent tax evasion by the tobacco
companies.

Dr Habibe Millat said if there is a national tax policy
for Bangladesh in tobacco control, it would be
possible to make the country tobacco-free by 2040.
The government has goodwill for this.

We have sent a press release on this event. Which
covered extensively in 33 major leading media
houses. (print newspapers, online news portals

and TV).

Media stories are given below:

Bangladesh Post

The Business Post

Bangladesh Sangbad
dangstha

Kalerkantho

Sun News
Daily Ingilab
Bangla pratidin
News Bangla
cbn24

Share Biz
Dhaka Post

The world news

Sound of Community

Jonotar Dorpon

businesspostbd

71 Sangbad
Bhorer Kagoj
Mukti Nishan
Joy Jugantor
Daily Nayadiganta
Newsg24.com
bd-pratidin
News24
jamuna.tv
banginews
Risingbd
SOmMoynews
bahannonews
Dhaka Prokash
desh.tv

Ajker Arthoniti

newstv24

Dainik Shomover Kantho



https://bangladeshpost.net/posts/specific-taxation-on-tobacco-products-to-increase-revenue-77928
https://businesspostbd.com/front/2022-01-24/lawmakers-propose-specific-taxes-on-tobacco-products-2022-01-24?fbclid=IwAR1Db2m64mX0kSvXvnsfVQUkI4bZBEcUzJtFAE9Lrq538vg0FuUfrpUNuf4#.Ye6SJ5fBvk8.messenger
https://www.bssnews.net/bangla/trade/27593
https://www.bssnews.net/bangla/trade/27593
https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/national/2022/01/22/1113281?fbclid=IwAR1QOdkbrTAz215KvnILvlJK8V7YDqyIMGFL_7Ay4nSc6IAVA0A3Rt5-jf4
https://www.sunnews24x7.com/news/article/sodesh/56038?fbclid=IwAR2g69DVjeiIooiNY4yJdGEYetaEWz2HIE0HrKNDw-kpsevAJtgRnR-Y918
https://www.dailyinqilab.com/article/455622/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BF%E0
https://banglapratidin.net/2022/01/22/%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4-%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%ac%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%81%e0%a6%a8%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%a6/?fbclid=IwAR2C8sP
https://www.newsbangla24.com/news/176449/MP-emphasizes-on-tobacco-products?fbclid=IwAR264E3u0zZ7OnDzvmzmKbkUbGBKo-UWhwFYjZ8G84Ms94Yh_RGunYr3Nx8
https://cbn24.net/10635?fbclid=IwAR1iHDZrDGqcsjQ__jAi_FQ7laTjllH5Hkgz_XX6E5WS2wk2oA07zT-aj7o
https://sharebiz.net/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6/?fbclid=IwAR2fAVI_DjlhFRsoUEFilkWN
https://www.dhakapost.com/economy/92860?fbclid=IwAR1gFqasGhU5aXqbweo7WkOSHbjvdVRcdZLQUzXoG0sKz5agtSvDh4qh7XU
https://theworldnews.net/bd-news/taamaakjaat-drbye-sunirdisstt-kr-aarop-kraar-praamrsh?fbclid=IwAR3sX-3UjnDokXVJa1l3sjmzprT_j0nuLI8l7IM6c6zFeYf7dS_IXr07u0E
https://soundofcommunity.com/?p=5309&fbclid=IwAR0idRf3l3PFwbGouPtUl71u5XV91jQncnOoC7qayOnCSP24Sj9JYdvKzbU
https://www.jonotardorpon.com/%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AC-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6
https://businesspostbd.com/bangla/post/7591?fbclid=IwAR0F-fGrOcXhUVFJmy5vt6o7-YB070fSHU6Qoq_9I3ZBBpN5jqymi5LkdKk
https://www.71sangbad.com/details.php?id=119055&fbclid=IwAR3aC7pwAHvv8Ng8ssmvQMKYSNY1giaDBiivapbV2LNPNhV-3jaRc2l2piU
https://www.bhorerkagoj.com/2022/01/22/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6/?fbclid=IwAR3PYI
https://www.muktinishan.com/%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AC-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%25A
https://www.joyjugantor.com/country/news/67556?fbclid=IwAR2RHgY0zDW48QhR5k9cXiBAUzVoTFhcqFWA9ORH6i1v6Ha3iWhQalJ__wU
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/organization/638476/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0
https://www.newsg24.com/bangladesh-news/114997/?fbclid=IwAR2g69DVjeiIooiNY4yJdGEYetaEWz2HIE0HrKNDw-kpsevAJtgRnR-Y918
https://www.bd-pratidin.com/national/2022/01/22/733509?fbclid=IwAR3A7AxXrig-mIQ1yQEW3tlfY1zrVorDgI6B8ShC1Dvr2ToRhZVduA918DE
https://www.news24bd.tv/details/91198?fbclid=IwAR2g69DVjeiIooiNY4yJdGEYetaEWz2HIE0HrKNDw-kpsevAJtgRnR-Y918
https://www.jamuna.tv/news/311924?fbclid=IwAR2RizzZ3m2kep84iUhzYx2gFT3urW5QyHO-HgeQ8UOyKW0Z6G-pJHf8dsQ
http://www.banginews.com/web-news?id=4c8bbdfe869111e4eab776e85ea18af629a3f502&fbclid=IwAR1QOdkbrTAz215KvnILvlJK8V7YDqyIMGFL_7Ay4nSc6IAVA0A3Rt5-jf4
https://www.risingbd.com/national/news/443757?fbclid=IwAR0F-fGrOcXhUVFJmy5vt6o7-YB070fSHU6Qoq_9I3ZBBpN5jqymi5LkdKk
https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2022-01-22/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6
https://www.bahannonews.com/details/article/10021047/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0
https://www.dhakaprokash24.com/national/news/5170?fbclid=IwAR1TZGI7vTh4jMBXXEdP53I98xXKiyOjXQLSXdHaGJ5ITDDgN5gsC0vqJPo
https://desh.tv/national/details/67751-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF-%E0%A6%93-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%25
https://ajkerarthoniti.com/%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4-%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%ac%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%81%e0%a6%a8%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%a6/?fbclid=IwAR2-gufEVbblXWWRFi
https://www.newstv24.com/national_news/details/37751/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0
https://dainikshomoyerkantho.com/archives/5923?fbclid=IwAR14UQllKiYiXbla3etA_Ogj_G5SbMb9-qkr_VAQIkNbRX4FXJ51W3-bJFg

