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A national seminar on 'Specific Taxation on Tobacco Products to     

Protect Public Health' was held on 24 August 2022, Wednesday at 

11.00 a.m. at the NEC conference room of the Ministry of Planning. 

The seminar was jointly organized by the University of Dhaka’s Bureau 

of Economic Research (BER) and the Bangladesh Network for Tobacco 

Tax Policy (BNTTP).  
 

The Honourable Minister of Planning, Ministry, M. A. Mannan MP, 

was present as the chief guest in the seminar and the coordinator 

(Additional Secretary) of the National Tobacco Control Cell (NTCC), 

Hossain Ali Khandaker was the special guest. Syed Mahfuzul Haque, 

National Professional Officer of World Health Organization (WHO), 

Mostafizur Rahman, Lead Policy Advisor of Campaign for Tobacco 

Free Kids (CTFK), and Syed Mahbubul Alam Tahin, Technical Advisor 

of the international organization The Union were present as special   

discussants. The seminar was chaired by the former chairman of the 

National Board of Revenue, Dr. Nasir Uddin Ahmed.  
 

BER's focal person Professor Dr. Rumana Huque delivered the keynote 

presentation at the seminar. She mentioned the features and advantages 

of specific taxation and how it can be implemented in Bangladesh too.  
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Dear All 
Bureau of Economic Research (BER), University of Dhaka and Bangladesh Network for Tobacco 
Tax Policy (BNTTP)  jointly organized National Seminar on ‘Specific Taxation on Tobacco   
Products to Protect Public Health’ on 24 August 2022 at NEC conference room of the Ministry of 
Planning. We are sharing the brief report of the event below: 

Venue and Time 



 

Apart from her, Sushant Sinha, a tobacco control re-
searcher and special correspondent of Ekattor         
Television gave a presentation on 'Tobacco company's 
tactics and intervention in revenue evasion'. The   
seminar was also attended by representatives from 
various government, private and international         
organizations, development workers, and journalists. 
 

speakers at the event said that it is possible to provide 

free heart treatment across the country if BDT 450 

crore was allocated for this purpose. This expenditure 

can be met by imposing specific taxes and raising tax 

rates on tobacco. Besides, the government is losing 

about BDT 5000 crore of revenue annually as the   

cigarette companies are selling cigarettes at prices 

higher than the maximum retail price.  
 

The government should take immediate action to stop 

this tax evasion. Simultaneously, the retail sale of   

single-stick cigarettes and bidis should be banned.   

Because the government is losing a huge amount of 

revenue and consumers are also encouraged to keep 

on using tobacco. Apart from imposing specific      

taxation on tobacco products, the four-tiered tax  

structure of cigarettes should be gradually brought 

down to one-tier.  
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News links 

We have sent a press release on this event. Which 

covered extensively in 68 major leading media    

houses. (print newspapers, online news portals and 

TV). Some media stories are given below:  

• Bangladesh Post 
 
• The business standard 
 
• Jago News 
 
• Kalerkantho 
 
• Sun News 
 
• Bhorer kagoj 
 
• Daily Sokaler Somoy 
 
• Probash time 
 
• Bangla insider 
 
• Share Biz 
 
• Dainik Amader Shomoy 

http://www.dailybanalata.com/2022/08/24/%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4-%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%ac%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b0-%e0%a6%93%e0%a6%aa%e0%a6%b0-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%81/?fbclid=IwAR1E-ctZdL81K
https://www.dhakapost.com/national/137288?fbclid=IwAR3NRiZpA6nQjksWMpcRSEAlJsTJkI82kfA8DDg4_QZW2PucMiFigbjGjeo
https://www.protidinerchitrobd.com/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%93%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%25E
https://www.banglatribune.com/others/759737/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%25E
https://sarabangla.net/post/sb-703109/?fbclid=IwAR11jIxZQ1VyprBZXzuNKtOI_L1C5Ijz3OJwGJQ4TD_tQB_Y-RbxVt-Ucds
https://samakal.com/economics/article/220298728/%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9F%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%96%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%25
https://banglaprobaho.com/?p=28551&fbclid=IwAR2nbw57uUbzn5iPCNhNaLj8VSn2XTp-elaNAoih5YrO2OQJS7n_CAr5RxA
https://www.newsg24.com/bangladesh-news/131207/?fbclid=IwAR2ikOWEGPSlOZSBRuJszUSciN8rOvpCOnZKMO7rBElrlKVCDz19Ko4Qk4o
https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2022-08-24/%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%25
https://www.starsangbad.com/economy/news/23586?fbclid=IwAR11jIxZQ1VyprBZXzuNKtOI_L1C5Ijz3OJwGJQ4TD_tQB_Y-RbxVt-Ucds
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/686360/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%259
https://www.arthosuchak.com/archives/732871/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%A5%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BE/?fbclid=IwAR1o-v-
https://dainikshorobor.com/news/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%B8%E0
http://www.kholakagojbd.com/national/105903?fbclid=IwAR06joUV_vUYZJNuRq22ttEbPvXNWxR--G5Wt163jCT6Iqfbc8ZcqXB6yp0
https://www.gramerkagoj.com/details.php?id=210810
https://businessbangladesh.com.bd/article/270097?fbclid=IwAR2lhISAT-t3DDkdF0YwI_-Rhxy2NdJd-mIdrd6WspKGxUxpaQa9GN6kKyg
https://barta24.com/details/economics/125226/tobacco-in-the-budget-is-a-threat-to-the-health-of-teenagers?fbclid=IwAR3KGr-1Ik1BK8JvzdijEP7tUbYZmxtERww07wrGFZpsB2504A67Iy4RzCs
https://www.protidinerchitrobd.com/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%93%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%25E
https://www.swadeshbani.com/85313/%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4%e0%a7%80%e0%a7%9f-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%a8%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4/?fbclid=IwAR3tEsN1bk7AesPPN9QP
https://www.abnews24.com/bangladesh/199208/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%A3%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%25E
https://dailykolomkotha.com/economics/government-has-lost-5-thousand-crores-in-revenue-from-cigarettes/?fbclid=IwAR1kWn7pEUbVC1l-0duBYqpSGLxd9kjuvkBgpEmVhzu75JAgcu1xfHf6ZGA
https://ajkerarthoniti.com/archives/25634?fbclid=IwAR0b2bEnqZ25fMI3XeYFQ6mN8k28uAXe-tXG1J_QnXFNpA6SiNX9yDJIXVY
https://www.sharenews24.com/article/55237/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3SI7ffLYgP1YhSSekKEMp01hviHk4anboIm_VXu2ugpTDfe6juxiGe4Uk
https://www.shomoyeralo.com/details.php?id=192373
https://www.dailypraptiprosongo.com/8642-Title-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%93%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%25B
https://www.news24bd.tv/details/106902?fbclid=IwAR2ikOWEGPSlOZSBRuJszUSciN8rOvpCOnZKMO7rBElrlKVCDz19Ko4Qk4o
https://www.prabartan.com/08/24/30/443269.php?fbclid=IwAR1SdZ75LJudblVb7RiR5YQMV8goDG4-Ics9X-BEzE5SKeEkpIhbknnAsvc
https://www.gonomanuserkhobor.com/?p=40494&fbclid=IwAR1o-v-OJjnN_IkAQL3S7pEZ0Ba9v0WIZAsxUn8EqV4AWrkv_kOTmDkxD2U
https://narsingdijournal.com/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8B/?fbclid=IwAR1i6Awe6wljT9aHUhehn_0j
https://bangla71news.com/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%B0/?fbclid=IwAR37B-KUCqRO7jWeF_BHLqdPoG
https://bangla71news.com/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%B0/?fbclid=IwAR37B-KUCqRO7jWeF_BHLqdPoG
https://ukbdtv.com/2022/08/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9/?fbclid=IwAR11jIxZQ1VyprBZXzuNKtOI
http://dainikshomoyerkantho.com/archives/6917?fbclid=IwAR0lf7IAypOncORADh0fLw8JZ8ioUy_idb8aw1Khj-sBy8TmBLnNCmkjl6s
https://www.ekusheysangbad.com/economy/news/356900?fbclid=IwAR2eimecY6vN6EXysSqVs8ysRy8UShrFsyDNTW75F6v2GLg3IhXbRYfBHvo
https://www.radiotodaynews.com/economy/news/14823?fbclid=IwAR36ebT15mHWOgSw1r0rfpola6ba-T3ZWU3gfA33oZrehlRHjoRJ5iReJ2g
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3429241520628191
https://bangladeshpost.net/posts/govt-loses-tk-5-000cr-in-revenue-from-tobacco-last-fy-93060?fbclid=IwAR1SdZ75LJudblVb7RiR5YQMV8goDG4-Ics9X-BEzE5SKeEkpIhbknnAsvc
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangla/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%82%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6/news-details-107490
https://www.jagonews24.com/economy/news/788585?fbclid=IwAR0RH82CNNRPcWPvju1mHy5jEZUPhN8oLdf39db_-4qP29xOkeiNn5DhRTE
https://www.kalerkantho.com/print-edition/industry-business/2022/08/25/1176346?fbclid=IwAR3tEsN1bk7AesPPN9QP_S88w0zXrjU1qZ7hxHqEJzdVMF5dgsf0Bi6p8p4
http://sunbd24.com/216444/
https://www.bhorerkagoj.com/2022/08/24/%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4-%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%ac%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%af%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b0-%e0%a6%93%e0%a6%aa%e0%a6%b0-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%81/?fbclid=IwAR1B1GKHyo_wfU
https://dailysokalersomoy.com/news/46705?fbclid=IwAR3YbvQPQ6w7i6LN4PNqhZ66H16MhNrZSSttfMhiODT___w8RanJ5XMAx08
https://www.probashtime.net/2022/02/27/%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%aa%e0%a7%81%e0%a6%b2-%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%9c%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%ac-%e0%a6%ab%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%81%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%bf-%e0%a6%a6%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%9a%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%9b/?fbclid=IwAR3dttekPRJK3r
https://www.banglainsider.com/inside-bangladesh/122292/%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%82%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%A3-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%25B
https://sharebiz.net/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%A3%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B7%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-2/?fbclid=IwAR2lhISAT-t3DDkdF0YwI_-Rhxy2NdJ
https://www.dainikamadershomoy.com/post/391738

